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Ms. Cheng’s graduation paper for international economics and trade was both topical and
personal, and revealed many of her concerns and traits: justice, criticism, curiosity, rational
skepticism, pursuit for truth, and passion for peace. The subject of her paper was “The Value
of Friendly Trade,” and her ideas were so innovative and well-argued that department faculty
members forwarded the paper to each other. Ms. Cheng believes that the idea of peace should
be expanded beyond cultural and diplomatic relations to politics, economics, foreign trade,
even military affairs. She states in the paper that China’s “unfriendly” behavior in foreign
trade has aroused international anxiety and fear. A September 25 article in Newsweek
International (“An Image Emergency”) supports Miss Cheng’s idea from a different
perspective, arguing that the greatest strategic problem China faces is its image. Regarding
China’s position on foreign trade, most domestic researchers have focused on the technical
level while Ms. Cheng focused on value systems. She points out that the value system crisis
in China’s foreign trade strategy is profound, and if the direction is wrong, even the greatest
methods would lead to failure. She emphasizes that friendly trade focuses on the direction and
temperament of international trade. It is also an issue of China’s image: if China acts like a
leader, it will eventually become a leader.



